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sador foresees a probable swing of the pendulum in Japan once^more
back to the former Japanese position or even farther. This vfcpald
lead to what he has described as an all-out, do-or-die attempt,
actually risking national hara-kiri to make Japan impervious t6*
economic embargoes abroad rather than to yield to foreign pressure.
It is realized by observers who feel Japanese national temper and
psychology from day to day that, beyond peradventure, this con-
tingency not only is possible but is probable.
If the fibre and temper of the Japanese people are kept in mind,
the view that war probably would be averted, though there might
be some risk of war, by progressively imposing drastic economic
measures is an uncertain and dangerous hypothesis upon which to
base considered United States policy and measures. War would not
be averted by such a course if it is taken, in the opinion of the Embassy.
However, each view is only opinion, and, accordingly, to postulate
the correctness of either one and to erect a definitive policy thereon
would, in the belief of the Embassy, be contrary to American national
interests. It would mean putting the cart before the horse. The
primary point to be decided apparently involves the question whether
war with Japan is justified by American national objectives, policies,
and needs in the case of failure of the first line of national defence,
namely, diplomacy, since it would be possible only on the basis of
such a decision for the Roosevelt administration to follow a course
which would be divested as much as possible of elements of uncer-
tainty, speculation, and opinion. The Ambassador does not doubt
that such a decision, irrevocable as it might well prove to be, already
has been debated Mly and adopted, because the sands are running
fast.
The Ambassador- emphasizes that, in the above discussion of this
grave, momentous subject, he is out of touch with the intentions
and thoughts of the administration thereon, and he does not at all
mean to imply that Washington is pursuing an undeliberated policy.
Nor does he intend to advocate for a single moment any " appease-
ment " of Japan by the United States or recession in the slightest
degree by the United States Government from the fundamental
principles laid down as a basis for the conduct and adjustment of
international relations, American relations with Japan included.
There should be no compromise with principles, though methods
may be flexible. The Ambassador's purpose is only to ensure against
the United States becoming involved in war with Japan because of
any possible misconception of Japan's capacity to rush headlong into
a suicidal struggle with the United States. While national sanity
dictates against such action, Japanese sanity cannot be measured by
American standards of logic.
The Ambassador sees no need for much anxiety respecting the
bellicose tone and substance at present of the Japanese press (which
in the past several years has attacked the United States intensely
in recurrent waves), but he points out the short-sightedness of under-

